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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

CONGRATULATIONS TO LES AND JUDY ALFORD,
BEND’S “CITIZENS OF THE YEAR”

This wonderful team was cited in the April 8 Bend Bulletin as “a couple of almost 40 years
whose shared values, interests and skills have made the world-not just Bend-a better place.”
Among other contributions, Les, a 24 year USAF fighter pilot, started Bend’s Habitat for Human-
ity in 1989, and was instrumental in creating Habitat’s ReStore. Judy volunteers with the
HealthyStart program and serves on the board of the Volunteers in Medicine Clinic and has
helped lead humanitarian relief trips to Cuba and Guatemala. COMOAA salutes you both!

=une 19 YNeeting at Ying Jguffet

Our next event takes place on June 19 and brings us back to Bend.
We’ll meet at the King Buffet, one of Bend’s newest gourmet Chinese
restaurants. The restaurant is located at 2000 NE 3rd St. (site of the
old JJ North’s Restaurant in the Wagner Mall. Note: King Buffet is an
alcohol-free establishment). Commencing at 6:00 PM we’ll serve our-
selves buffet-style. Cost of the meal is $12.00. Our program promises
to be an interesting and provocative one. We’ll hear from Dr. Michael
Boll whose topic is “Iraq: How America got in--How she can get out.”
Dr. Boll goes on to state, “The administration violated 50 years of care-
ful national security planning with its approach to Iraq. But there is
still a way to save the situation.”

Dr. Boll is an historian, professor and former government specialist

with extensive experience in international relations and world affairs. He has taught at several
senior military schools including the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, the
Marshall Center in Garmisch, Germany and the Air War College in Montgomery, Alabama. He
also taught history and political science at San Jose State University. In addition to his academic
experience, Mike served on the Policy-Planning Staff of the Pentagon, was a Foreign Service Offi-
cer with the US Information Agency and an analyst for the CIA in Europe. Mike is also an army
veteran. He has published numerous books and articles in top journals. Mike has lived in
Europe on many occasions and traveled extensively throughout the world. He has lectured on
top cruise lines from the South Pacific to the Baltics, enjoying this luxurious way of seeing the
world. Born and raised in Wisconsin, Mike and his wife, Margaret, now live in Bend.

Hosts for the evening will be Perry and Clara Graves. Please make your reservations to one of the
following not later than June 16.

Jim Burba 385-0753 JBurba4002@aol.com
Jim Hardie 330-3954 jhardie@bendbroadband.com

(If you need to cancel a reservation, please notify Perry Graves, 389-5391 immediately.)
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President’s Message
Chuck Rosenfeld

The nation will be gripped, if not saturated, in the political fervor of
a Presidential election in the months leading up to next November.
As my mother always cautioned me during my adolescent years,
“it’s not polite to discuss politics, sex or religion in social situa-
tions”.... After seeing many political campaigns boast about the
endorsements of various veterans’ organizations, I am very proud
that MOAA has refrained from partisan endorsements.

At a time when so few members of Congress have any kind of ser-
vice background, and political pundits and internet ‘blogs’ focus on
‘tearing into’ the service records of those who have served, I am re-
minded of one of the first axioms of military leadership- “award
achievement, but promote on potential”. We as members of a non-
partisan organization, bonded by the common experience of safe-
guarding the democratic principles of freedom of choice, and free-
dom of speech, should take great pride in watching the broad spec-
trum of opinions, rationales, and actions that bring the American
political process to center stage on the world theatre.

Some un-informed political leaders suggest that as former military
officers we should never articulate political views inconsistent with
the ‘chain of command’, unless we resign our commissions and de-
cline retirement pay. This absurd notion denies the fact that each
of us is fully vested in the individual rights of American citizens-
rights which we swore to uphold with all of our talent and strength-
even with our lives, if necessary. The key is that we participate
wholly as private citizens, never with reference to our military
status. Our oath clearly owes no allegiance to any politician, but
affirms our intent to ‘protect and defend the Constitution of the
United States.

Now is the time that we get the opportunity to exercise our right as
a citizen of this great nation. It is our duty to insure that politi-
cians are keenly aware that we expect them to honor our brothers
and sisters in arms by maintaining their promised care and bene-
fits, by improving the lives of their families and fulfilling their needs
for education to ensure they are empowered for the ‘pursuit of life
and happiness’.

I encourage each of you to pay close attention to political promises,
disregarding attacks on persons and institutions, but constantly
engaging our future leaders on issues critical to our service person-
nel- past, present and future. The next President will either honor
service to this nation, or dismiss us as §ust another special interest
group’. Political candidates will laud their records and endorse-
ments, but pay close attention to what they propose for our service
personnel, veterans and retirees. It’s our duty.
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In Memoriam

COMOAA solemnly regrets the passing of two of our members, James R. McGregor, age 76
and Philip M. Eckberg, age 90.

Jim served in the U.S. Navy as an ordnance engineer and worked for civil service at White
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico.

Phil was a pilot during WWII and the Korean Conflict and had a second career with the
Oregon State Employment Service.

Both of these fine gentlemen made innumerable contributions to the Central Oregon
Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America and will be sorely missed.
COMOAA expresses sincere condolences to both Pat and Mary Ann during this time of
SOITOW.

Enter Veterans in the WWII
Memorial Registry

The following article by Dick Tobiason appeared in
the May 26 Bend Bulletin

Remembering WWII Veterans on Memorial Day

With only one WWI veteran, 108 year old Frank
Woodruff Buckles (WV) living in our nation, WWII
. = veterans are our oldest group of veterans. Sixteen
=~ million American men and women served in uni-
~ form all over the world during that great war to
. defeat tyranny in its many forms.

-

Seventy five percent of these valiant members of the “Greatest Generation” have passed away-
404,000 during combat alone. The remaining 3.7 million veterans are vanishing from our midst at
a rate of about 1100 every day-about 20 every day in Oregon. Ten years from now very few WWII
veterans will be with us.

We can honor their service and sacrifice with a few simple keystrokes on a computer by register-
ing them in the National WWII Memorial's Registry in Washington, DC. The WWII Registry is
found at http:/ /www.wwiimemorial.com/ where one can search for a registered veteran or regis-
ter an honoree. Civilians connected with the WWII war effort are eligible to be registered as well.
Registering will require knowing some basic information that can be learned from a rewarding one
on one interview with a WWII veteran or learning the information from families and friends of de-
ceased WWII veterans. Photos are also accepted in the Registry.

Another way to honor a living veteran and civilian of any war period is a recorded interview sub-
mitted to and maintained by the Library of Congress’s Veterans History Project (http://
www.loc.gov/vets/). Unfortunately there is no established VHP partner east of the Cascades to
conduct the interview. This is a great opportunity for VHP involvement by Central Oregon
schools, military units, and Junior ROTC units.

3
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ll' MOAA Congressional Charter

l I Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL) and Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) have sponsored

companion bills that would establish in public law a Congressional Charter for
MOAA. A charter essentially is public acknowledgement that a particular group --
in this case a veterans' organization -- serves the public interest by providing
member services and community support. Please send a MOAA-suggested mes-
sage urging your legislators to establish a Congressional Charter for MOAA.

In the past, congressional charters have been largely ceremonial, so MOAA did not seek one, even
though large numbers of other military and veterans associations did so. But now, several states
have established that only members of organizations that have congressional charters may serve
on the governor's veterans advisory committee.

MOAA is the largest military association in the country, and the fourth-largest veterans associa-
tion, with 370,000 members. MOAA is a leader in the military community, co-chairing the 35-
association Military Coalition. MOAA distributes over 1500 scholarships and interest-free loans to
children of servicemembers every year and has 425 chapters throughout the country engaged in
award-winning community service.

Please ask our congressional representation to cosponsor H.R. 5854 to support awarding MOAA a
congressional charter to ensure this exemplary organization is not inadvertently blocked from con-
tinuing its contributions to the military and veteran’s community at the state level.

COMOAA members may log on to MOAA.org and click “Legislative Affairs”, under Congressional
Charter you may select an editable Email message which will be automatically sent to Senators
Smith and Wyden, and Representative Walden once you add your mailing address.

I Habitat for Humanity’ W@@ Mﬁﬁ({ﬂ

Want to Volunteer? The Two Steps to Getting Involved:

1. Register online on VolunteerUp at http:/ /www.bendhabitat.org/.
2. Stop by our office to sign a waiver and watch our 11 minute safety video.

VolunteerUp—Our online registration and scheduling system for all areas, including the con-
struction site, ReStore, committees, the Board, Office, Family Partnership, Sweat Equity, and
Community Service. Bend Area Habitat for Humanity has approximately 500 volunteers. We
often report volunteer numbers and hours to grantors interested in matching support we re-
ceive from the community, and with VolunteerUp, we track these figures. This allows us to
ensure we do not have too many folks trying to volunteer on the same day. We want to show
every volunteer how much we value their time and commitment, so we need to plan for their
participation with appropriate projects and tasks.

Every year Habitat is challenged with the goal of building ten homes, and the information pro-
vided by VolunteerUp is vital.

Please call or email the Volunteer Coordinator, Sheila Pyott, if you have any questions, at
541.385.5387 x225 or spyott@bendhabitat.org. I am available to help you!
To register online, look for the VolunteerUp logo at: http://www.bendhabitat.org/

4
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June 14 ~ Flag Day

Uniformed Services Journal, May/June , 2008

Flag Day is a time to celebrate our national symbol of unity, the American Flag, which stands
for our country's devotion to freedom and equal rights for all.

Our flag has a proud and glorious history; it has literally been with us since our first days of
existence. It has led every battle fought by Americans since the Revolutionary War, and millions
of our patriots have died protecting it. Whenever you pay respect to the flag, you honor all who
have sworn to defend it. It represents the hopes and dreams of the American people, aspirations
that are made possible by and carried on the shoulders of those who serve in military uniforms.

Former President John F. Kennedy summed up the meaning of our flag in a Flag Day procla-
mation delivered in 1962 when he said, "The American flag symbolizes the strength, honor, ideals
and national purposes of our Nation." On June 14, Flag Day 2008, fly the flag; show your love of
country, and take pride in the sacrifice and service of America's defenders, past, present and fu-
ture.

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress adopted a resolution that gave birth to
our national flag. It read, "Resolved, that the flag of the United States be made of 13 stripes, al-
ternate red and white; that the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new gath-
ering." President Wilson proclaimed Flag Day on May 30, 1916, but it was not until Aug. 3,
1949, under President Truman that an Act of Congress was signed designating June 14 of each
year as National Flag Day.

Caring For Troops

Help Is On The Way!

Come on out and help at the next pack-up on June 14th, Flag Day!

10:00 a.m. at Sage Insurance, 369 NE Revere Ave, Bend

S

Ladies Luncheon

gazebo on July 17 at 11:30 am.

For reservations or information, contact Lynn Lee, 385-5297, or Judy
McKee, 330-4342.

IFor next month, wedre pl a
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The Box will be at the June meeting. Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by
home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contri
t he

a

The Big Red Box—Support the Oregon Veterans Home

huge difference in

- Disposable Cameras With Flash

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)

- Packages of Sugar-free Candy/ Cookies *

- Postage Stamps *

- Post Cards*
- Push Pins/Thumbtacks
- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy

- Eye Glass Lens Wipes*

Listening/ Show Tunes*

- Bottled Water (For Outings)* /

- Hanging Bird Feeders

- Card Tables and Chairs

- Wild Bird Food*
- Non-Alcoholic Beerd (Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*
- Polaroid Film 600

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/ Cheese & Crackers/ Pea-

- Microwave Pop corn*

- Universal Remote Controls for TV

-Menos

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip-on)

- Slip-on Slippers (Large Sizes)*

residentsdé quality of |

nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*

Hats ( Gad Mean/

Only)

* Particular Crowd-Pleasers

pfficials a
butions n
f e.

COMOAA
Bylaws

Changes to COMOAA By-Laws

Ron Fox, COMOAA Secretary

The General Membership will be required
to vote on Board of Directors recommended
changes to our By-Laws. This vote has to
concur before the October General Mem-
bership meeting, so we will vote on them at
the annual picnic. The changes have been
posted on the website since March 2008.

The following is a summary of the changes:
General membership meeting dates were
modified to allow other than monthly meet-

ings and changed the requirement for a Annual General Membership Meeting
from November to Fall, a table of contents was added, the explanation of member-
ship classes was simplified, Board Meeting notification by email was added, the
Budget Committee responsibility was taken over by the Board at large, and a new

date for By-Laws was amended.

A full text of the changes is published at our website: http://comoaa.org/DOCS/
RevisedBylaws1.pdf , if you want a printed copy contact Secretary Ron Fox 382-

0349 or rhfox@bendbroadband.com
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AR Please Help Your COMOAA JROTC
Scholarship Fund

Since 1995, COMOAA has operated a scholarship fund
that has grown to 4 individual $1000 monetary scholar-
ships to senior JROTC students from the 4 Central Ore-
gon high schools in Bend, Madras, Prineville, and
LaPine. The fund was established by the COMOAA board
to assist graduating JROTC students defray the cost of
going on to college as well as to recognize achievements
in the various school programs. Each year, members of
the COMOAA community interview scholarship applicants, based on the criteria set
by the Board, to determine which students will receive the awards. Upon selection,
the student receives a notice of award at their local high school award ceremonies. In
the fall the money is sent directly to their school of choice. The fund has grown over
the last 12 years as Prineville and La Pine have added JROTC programs. Also the
award itself has grown from a single $500 grant to $4000 each year. The fund has
received donations from a wide variety of sources: commemorating a deceased mem-
ber or parent, commemorating a fallen soldier, sharing proceeds from a book sale,
local business donations, yard sales, donations from trusts to name just a few. This
has been a very worthwhile project among the many other things the Chapter does.
The Board's intentions have always been to grow the fund to where it is more self-
sufficient and/or to be able to raise the award as school costs increase or as more
schools are added to the JROTC rolls in Central Oregon. Any donations, large or
small, are welcome. The money goes to a very worthy cause. If you can help the
fund grow, please send your donations to the COMOAA treasurer whenever you can.

Sincerely,

Dave Blahnik
COMOAA JROTC Liaison

COMOAA JROTC CONTRIBUTION i
YES! |l 6d be glad to help a deserving JROTC meimber C OV
Contributords Name

Street Address

City State Zip Code

OMOAA i s a 501c( 1ERemnptDrganiratioa and all dohatiens to the JROTC Scholar-
ship Fund are fully tax-deductible.

Amount of Contribution: $ i
C i
Please send your contributions to: COMOAA, P.O. Box 7826, Bend, OR 97708. i
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